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Content Analysis #4 – Criminal Justice Portrayal

For the final content analysis, you are to select one television series (of the many) that is based on policing, corrections, or the courts. It can be something that currently airs on TV, something you watch from Netflix, or any other source. 

Here are some examples: Orange is the New Black (corrections), Wentworth (corrections), NCIS (policing), Hawaii 5-0 (policing), COPS (policing), Making a Murderer Season 2 (courts), The Night Of (courts), The People vs. OJ (courts). 

Watch THREE separate episodes within the same series.  This will take some planning on your part to ensure you will get in three complete episodes and time to write up the analysis.  Therefore, you should begin immediately. 

The guidelines are as follows:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack] Select your television show and make sure there will be three episodes airing over the next couple of weeks (certain shows can be found nearly every day, such as NCIS, Law and order, etc.).

2. While you watch, code for the following in EACH episode:
a. Title of episode and date/time/channel aired (or which streaming site you used). 
b. Provide a one-paragraph summary of the plot for the episode. 
c. How was the criminal justice system portrayed as a whole in the episode? How were the individual components portrayed? (For example: If there is police portrayal and a courts portrayal, discuss how the police AND courts are portrayed.) 
d. How were the individual characters portrayed in terms of their role as criminal justice system personnel?
e. List specific examples to support each of your points.

3.  Your write up should include:
a. The introduction should tell what the television series is with a very brief explanation of the premise of the show (i.e. CSI is a series with several spin-offs based on the portrayal of crime scene analysis after crimes have been committed...)
b. Who are the main characters in the show and what is their role in the CJS?  (i.e. Grissom is the head of the CSI unit in Las Vegas, etc.).
c. Next, include three separate sections, one for each of the episodes you watched, and discuss each of the items you addressed in your coding (above).
d. Finally, write a summary section tying it all together.  That is, given all the coding for the three episodes, what are your overall impressions of how the criminal justice and the various personnel are portrayed?  In addition, how realistic/unrealistic (or a combination of these two) were the portrayals? Be sure to illustrate all points with specific examples from the episodes.


Other Expectations: 
	a. Your paper should be 4-pages double-spaced minimum (10-pages maximum).
	b. Your paper should use 12-point font, be double-spaced, and have the standard 	margins. 
	c. Points will be deducted for: 1) not reaching 4 pages, 2) grammatical issues, 3) 	spelling issues, 4) not responding to each part of the prompt. 
	d. Your paper needs to be uploaded to Blackboard in .doc or .pdf format. I will not 	open other formats. 



